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Service Agencies, and he has served as Chair 
of the Episcopal Commission on Advocacy for 
Children and Youth. John is actively involved 
in the Foster Care Project at All Saints Epis-
copal Church, and he is a Canon in the Epis-
copal Diocese of Los Angeles. 

For over 40 years, John has truly been a 
voice for at-risk children. His kindness, fore-
sight, leadership and extraordinary energy 
have profoundly impacted the lives of the 
25,000 children and their families in his care 
over the years. By maintaining a deep aware-
ness of the children’s current needs as well as 
personal knowledge of each of the residents in 
Hillsides’ care, John has created a warm, lov-
ing environment where children feel secure 
enough to rebuild hope for the future. 

I ask all Members of Congress to join me 
today in honoring John M. Hitchcock for nearly 
40 years of dedicated service to Hillsides 
Home for Children and the entire community. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2010 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is 
12,409,374,679,862.09. 

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $1,770,948,933,568.29 so far this Con-
gress. The debt has increased 
$6,347,500,206.80 since just yesterday. 

This debt and its interest payments we are 
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans. 
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TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT 
GENERAL LARRY DODGEN 

HON. PARKER GRIFFITH 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2010 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to a great American who was a 
good friend of mine and a good friend of north 
Alabama—Lieutenant General Larry Dodgen. 
General Dodgen passed away this past Satur-
day leaving a void in our Huntsville commu-
nity. He was a battle tested soldier, having led 
his battalion into war in 1993 during Operation 
Desert Storm. Later in his career, he became 
commander of the U.S. Army Aviation and 
Missile Command (AMCOM) at Redstone Ar-
senal. He assumed this command on Sep-
tember 10, 2001, and led during a trying and 
transformative time in our nation’s history. Fol-
lowing that duty, in 2003, he was tapped to 
command the U.S. Army Space and Missile 
Defense Command/Army Forces Strategic 
Command headquartered at Redstone 
(SMDC/ARSTRAT). He was fully invested not 
only in the Arsenal, but also in the Huntsville 
community. He was a leader in the Base Re-
alignment and Closure (BRAC) process on 
Team Redstone. Following his retirement from 
his distinguished career in the United States 

Army, he remained in the community and be-
came the corporate lead executive of Northrop 
Grumman’s Huntsville operations. Men such 
as General Dodgen are rare; he was a true 
servant who was fully involved both in his pro-
fession and his community. My thoughts and 
prayers are with his wife, Leslie, and his many 
friends and family who are mourning at this 
time. Next month I will join with many others 
to honor him as he is laid to rest among his 
fellow heroes at Arlington National Cemetery. 
We will all truly miss this great man, and are 
better for having had the opportunity to know 
him. 
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HONORING GLOBAL FAMILY DAY 
FOUNDER LINDA GROVER 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 24, 2010 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, on Feb-
ruary 20, 2010, we lost a dedicated and tire-
less voice for the pursuit of peace and global 
sharing and cooperation, Linda Grover. I 
joined Ms. Grover in the founding of Global 
Family Day, an effort to celebrate and promote 
harmony within the global family every Janu-
ary 1st, but it was Linda whose every under-
taking was in the name of Global Family Day. 

Linda Grover, an author, writer, and activist, 
was resolute in her belief that all people, re-
gardless of race, culture, religion, or economic 
status, celebrate life on earth together as one 
human family. It was in the promotion of this 
ideal, that Linda Grover and her children con-
ceived Global Family Day, One Day of Peace 
and Sharing, an international holiday that 
would allow people around the world to en-
gage in global fellowship. 

Linda’s Global Family Day initiatives were 
supported by the Congress and United Na-
tions. In 2000, the 106th Congress unani-
mously passed S. Con. Res. 138 and in 2006, 
the 109th Congress unanimously passed H. 
Con. Res. 317 and S. Res. 582. These Con-
gressional resolutions urged the President of 
the United States to issue an annual procla-
mation calling upon the people of the United 
States to observe Global Family Day. In 1999 
and 2001, United Nations General Assembly 
resolutions, UNRes54/29 and UNRes56/2, 
were passed, recognizing a day of peace on 
January 1st and encouraging Member states 
to observe the global holiday. 

This Congress, I introduced another Global 
Family Day resolution, H. Con. Res. 221. In 
this purpose, I was joined by Representative 
DENNIS KUCINICH and Senators HARRY REID 
and DANIEL INOUYE. It was Linda’s hope, as 
well as ours, that there finally be a proclama-
tion issued by the President asking that the 
citizens of the United States celebrate Global 
Family Day, thereby resulting in the Day’s 
widespread observance. 

In advancing Linda Grover’s legacy, we will 
continue to pursue this proclamation and rec-
ognize Global Family Day every January 1st. 
Just as Ms. Grover believed, I think that, de-
spite our differences, each of us has an inter-
est in pursuing peaceful solutions to many of 
our contemporary world problems. A better ap-
preciation for one another, practiced at the 
start of a new year, can only lead to the eradi-
cation of human suffering that results from vio-
lence, hunger, poverty, and other social ills. 

Even in the weeks right before she died, 
Linda worked diligently to spread the Global 
Family Day message. Linda said, ‘‘it’s [Global 
Family Day] is going to improve our global atti-
tude and give us a slightly better chance to 
overcome all these global crises that are de-
manding global solutions. Economy, Environ-
ment, Energy, Ethnic Enmity, Education, Em-
ployment, Epidemics—and those are just the 
ones that start with the letter E.’’ 

Linda’s fight and determination to spread 
the message of peace and sharing through 
Global Family Day will be missed. However, I 
will work to make sure that the message is not 
forgotten. Linda is survived by three children, 
who I understand will continue their mother’s 
work to champion Global Family Day, and I 
will join them in this effort. We must all under-
stand, as Linda did, that by working together 
as one global family, we can better meet the 
challenges humanity will face in the years to 
come. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN BARROW 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 24, 2010 

Mr. BARROW. Madam Speaker. I was un-
able to be present for votes on Monday, Feb-
ruary 22, 2010. Had I been present I would 
have voted ‘‘yes’’ on Rollcall Vote No. 49 and 
Rollcall Vote No. 50. 
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NEXT GENERATION CHOICES 
FOUNDATION: WORKING TO 
LESSEN CANCER 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2010 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, like so many 
Americans, my family and I have been 
touched by cancer. I have worked over the 
years in Congress as a member of the Con-
gressional Cancer Caucus as well as my serv-
ice on the Appropriations Committee to sup-
port measures to help fight cancer, including 
historic increases in research funding for the 
National Institutes of Health, NIH. I have al-
ways believed that ensuring adequate funding 
for medical research on diseases such as can-
cer is an important priority for the federal gov-
ernment. 

There is another important component in the 
fight against cancer being lead today, Madam 
Speaker, by Bill Couzens, one of my constitu-
ents from Middleburg, Virginia. He heads a 
grassroots nonprofit organization—the Next 
Generation Choices Foundation—that he 
founded over 6 years ago, to build awareness 
for cancer prevention by reducing environ-
mental exposures both known and suspected 
to be linked with cancer. After the loss of his 
sister Anne, mother Joan and several close 
friends, he felt the need to create an organiza-
tion that would focus on the root causes of the 
worldwide cancer epidemic and increase 
awareness on ways to reduce exposures and 
choices linked with human health and the en-
vironment. He says he learned that there are 
healthy choices that can be made by individ-
uals and communities to work toward a world 
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